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	Zusammenfassung: 	Israel is the European Union's most important trade partner in the Middle East, the only democracy in the region and a central actor in this conflict-ridden area to which the EU has been moving closer and closer. This study establishes what has been governing Israel’s attitudes and behaviour towards the European Community/ European Union since the late 1980s. With the help of a number of case studies a set of four questions is answered: What does Israel want from Europe? Why does Israel want whatever it wants? How does it go about it? And finally, who are the relevant actors?

Centrally, this study scrutinises if changes in the environment of Israel's European policy have a profound impact on Israel's policy towards the EC/EU, so the end of the Cold War and particularly the reversal of Israel's peace process policy under Rabin, but also changes of Israel's government. As our analysis shows, Israel's European policy is astonishingly autonomous: These developments certainly had an impact on Israel’s behaviour, but the change in behaviour has been due to the change in circumstances and not to a change in the substance of Israel's attitude. In terms of the enhanced systems theory framework we use, output variations are caused by input variations, not by a change in process.

Israel's European policy is almost exclusively day-to-day politics. No great crises and no threats to Israel’s vital interests have arisen from this policy field. At the same time, Israel-EC/EU relations show an asymmetry of power which is heavily tilted in favour of the Europeans. This analysis thus offers an insight into the workings of low politics of second or third priority, a view that is far from rare but rarely taken. It also sheds light on the behaviour of a state at the inferior end of an asymmetry of power. How does Israel cope as a much less powerful state when dealing with a vastly larger and more powerful actor, the EU? Which tactic will it use, which behaviour will it show?

Case studies used to establish Israel's European policy include Israel's conflict with the European Parliament over independent Palestinian export 1986–1988 and the issue of a European participation in the 1991 Madrid Conference; the question of a European role in the 1996 “Grapes of Wrath” Agreement on South Lebanon; Israel’s stance towards the EU’s special envoy to the Middle East; Israel’s attitude towards the Barcelona Process and finally if and in what way Israel has tried to counterbalance a possible decrease of American commitment by moving closer to the EU. To understand Israel’s aims and tactics in integration policy, the 1995 upgrade of formal relations in the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement and Israel’s admission to the EU’s Research and Development Framework Programme is analysed in detail.

Special attention is paid to images and perceptions that Israel has held of itself, of Europe and of the EU's attitude. We shed light on misperceptions and on possible policy failures that may result from these. Conflicts of aims in Israel's European policy are presented as well as incompatibilities with Israel's self-perception and vision.
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