
 

 
  

Transnational Geographies in the Making: Adaptive Spatialities, 
Selective Transnationalism, and Colombian Networks in 

Germany  

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

Dissertation 
with the aim of achieving a doctoral degree 

at the Faculty of Mathematics, Informatics and Natural Sciences 
Department of Earth Sciences 

at Universität Hamburg 
 �

 �

 �

 �

submitted by �

Jorge Luis Zapata Salcedo �
 �

  

 �

 �

Hamburg, 2026 �

 



 

          

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Department of Earth Sciences  

  

Date of Oral Defense:          03.06.2026  

Reviewers:             Prof. Dr. Christof Parnreiter 

                 Prof. Dr. Mar@na Neuburger 

                  

  

Members of the examina@on commission:                              Prof. Dr. Christof Parnreiter, chair 

                                                                                                          Prof. Dr. Mar@na Neuburger 

                                                                                                          Prof. Dr. Benno Fladvad 

                                                                                                          Prof. Dr. Jana Kleibert 

                                                                                                          Prof. Dr. Uwe A. Schneider 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iii 
 

 

Acknowledgements 
�

p�UE7%U((�A-�(T’kU%U�b%h2T20GU�24�A-�(07U%5T(4%
�c%4H�� %���w%T(24H�ch%’%UT2U%
�H4%�b0TGT’b�AU�

2w%40bw402�A-�G4k24%hL�(20GTU(��p�hL(4�2wh’J�2wU�p’(2T202U�4H�eU4b%h7w-�h2�2wU�d’T5U%(T2-�4H�

xhAl0%b�H4%�)ULk4AT’b�AU�G0%T’b�A-�2TAU�2wU%U��

uwT(�cw �j40%’U-�)40LG�’42�wh5U�lUU’�74((TlLU�)T2w402�2wU�%ULU’2LU((�L45U�h’G�(0774%2�4H�A-�

)THU
�r0LL-�ch2U%’T’h��p�hA�H4%U5U%�2wh’JH0L�H4%�wU%�7%U(U’kU�T’�A-�LTHU��

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  



iv 
 

Abstract 
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����T’GT5TG0hL(�T’�������GU5UL47(�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�
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Uk4’4ATk�4%�74LT2TkhL�%Uh(4’(��

�4’2%h%-� 24� 2wU4%U2TkhL� UE7Uk2h2T4’(
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eU%Ah’� (4kTU2-� G4U(� ’42� %UG0kU� k4’’Uk2T4’(� 24� �4L4AlTh�� �4%%ULh2T4’� h’hL-(T(� %U5UhL(�

5T%20hLL-� qU%4� %ULh2T4’(wT7� lU2)UU’� eU%Ah’� T’2Ub%h2T4’� h’G� �4L4AlTh’� 2TU(� �%� �� �����
�

k4’HT%AT’b� 2wU� k4A7LUAU’2h%T2-� w-742wU(T(� 45U%� 2wU� (0l(2T202T4’� w-742wU(T(�� uwT(� HT’GT’b�



v 
 

kwhLLU’bU(�T’2Ub%h2T4’�74LTkTU(�2wh2�h((0AU�h�qU%4�(0A�%ULh2T4’(wT7�lU2)UU’�L4khL�T’2Ub%h2T4’�

h’G�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�U’bhbUAU’2
�(0bbU(2T’b�2wh2�l42w�7%4kU((U(�kh’�47U%h2U�T’GU7U’GU’2L-�h’G�

k4A7LUAU’2h%TL-��

uwU�GT((U%2h2T4’�AhJU(�2w%UU�(Tb’THTkh’2�2wU4%U2TkhL�k4’2%Tl02T4’(��IT%(2
�T2�7%474(U(�2wU�

k4’kU72� 4H� selective transnationalism� 24� kwh%hk2U%TqU� GTHHU%U’2Th2UG� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� 7%4HTLU(� T’�

AUGT0A�(TqUG�7470Lh2T4’(��tUk4’G
�T2�GU5UL47(�2wU�’42T4’�4H�adaptive spatialities�24�UE7LhT’�
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kT2TU(� ��U%LT’
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� y0’Tkw�� )wTLU� hL(4� UAU%bT’b� T’� AUGT0A�(TqUG� kT2TU(
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k%Uh2T’b� h� wTU%h%kwTkhL� -U2� GT(2%Tl02UG� 0%lh’� ’U2)4%J��uwU� %U(Uh%kw� %U5UhL(� 2wh2� �4L4AlTh’�

2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(7h2ThLT2-�T(�hGh72T5U
�kwh%hk2U%TqUG�l-�(Tb’THTkh’2�74LT2TkhL�k4’2U’2�GU(7T2U�LhkJT’b�
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�GUA4’(2%h2T’b�

(khLh%�k4’2T’0T2TU(�H%4A�w40(Uw4LG�24�0%lh’�bU4b%h7wTU(��

uwT(�%U(Uh%kw�U(2hlLT(wU(�2wh2��4L4AlTh’�ATb%h2T4’�T’�eU%Ah’-�UET(2(�h2�h’�T’T2ThL�(2hbU�

4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hLTqh2T4’
� GU5UL47T’b� T’GT5TG0hLTqUG�7%hk2TkU(� 2wh2� wh5U�’42� -U2� H4%AUG� T’24� h�

k4’(4LTGh2UG� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� k4AA0’T2-� l02� UEwTlT2� 4%bh’Tqh2T4’hL� H40’Gh2T4’(� H4%� H020%U�

GU5UL47AU’2�� uwU� (20G-� GUA4’(2%h2U(� 2wh2� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� (4kThL� H4%Ah2T4’(� h%U� T’wU%U’2L-�

bU4b%h7wTkhL�7wU’4AU’h�%U90T%T’b�(7h2ThL�h’hL-(T(�24�0’GU%(2h’G�w4)�k%4((�l4%GU%�7%hk2TkU(�

%Uk4’HTb0%U�l42w�4%TbT’�h’G�GU(2T’h2T4’�(7hkU(
�7%4G0kT’b�w-l%TG�bU4b%h7wTU(�kwh%hk2U%T(2Tk�4H�
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 Th(74%h(� mh2UT’hAU%TJh(� wh2� R�AT2� �
��yTLLT4’U’� ATb%h’2�T’’U’
� GTU� ���� GU%� ’h2T4’hLU’�

�U5BLJU%0’b�%U7%3(U’2TU%U’�R�lLUTlU’�GTU�2%h’(’h2T4’hLU’�I4%Ah2T4’U’�54’�s4L0AlTh’�T’’U’�

T’� U02(kwLh’G�(-(2UAh2T(kw�0’2U%H4%(kw2�� TU�54%LTUbU’GU��%lUT2�0’2U%(0kw2
�4l�0’G�)TU�UT’U�

%ULh2T5� JLUT’U� yTb%h’2U’7470Lh2T4’� �������� cU%(4’U’� TA� rhw%� ������ 2%h’(’h2T4’hLU� (4qThLU�

c%hJ2TJU’�U’2)TkJUL2�0’G�bU4b%hHT(kwU�a30AU� T’�UT’UA�U0%473T(kwU’�s4’2UE2�wU%54%l%T’b2
�

GU%�2%hGT2T4’ULL�h((TATLh2T4’T(2T(kwU�p’2Ub%h2T4’(A4GULLU�lU54%q0b2��

IK%�GTU�t20GTU�)T%G�UT’�yTEUG�yU2w4G(��’(h2q�5U%)U’GU2
�GU%�90h’2T2h2T5U��’hL-(U’�

hA2LTkwU%�t2h2T(2TJU’
�UT’U�U2w’4b%hHT(kwU�dAH%hbU�0’2U%�����J4L0AlTh’T(kwU’�yTb%h’2�T’’U’�

(4)TU� whLl(2%0J20%TU%2U� p’2U%5TU)(� AT2� s4L0AlTh’U%�T’’U’� 0’G� mUT20’b(7U%(4’U’�

J4L0AlTh’T(kwU%�n%bh’T(h2T4’U’� 0AHh((2��  T’U� qU’2%hLU�AU2w4G4L4bT(kwU� p’’45h2T4’� T(2� GTU�

s4’(2%0J2T4’�UT’U(�A0L2TGTAU’(T4’hLU’�u%h’(’h2T4’hLT232(T’GUE��up�
�GU%�u%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A0(�

KlU%�5TU%� TAU’(T4’U’�47U%h2T4’hLT(TU%2��HhATLT3%�hHHUJ2T5U
�(4qT4J0L20%ULLU
�BJ4’4AT(kwU�0’G�

74LT2T(kw�qT5TLU�c%hJ2TJU’�� TU(U(�p’(2%0AU’2�lh02�h0H�lU(2UwU’GU’�q0(hAAU’bU(U2q2U’�p’GTqU(�

h0(� GU’� t4qThL)T((U’(kwhH2U’� h0H� 0’G� U%ABbLTkw2� U%(2AhL(� UT’U� (-(2UAh2T(kwU
� 90h’2T2h2T5U�

 %Hh((0’b� 54’� u%h’(’h2T4’hLT232� T’� AT22ULb%4ZU’� yTb%h’2U’7470Lh2T4’U’� T’’U%whLl�

U0%473T(kwU%�s4’2UE2U��

 TU� %bUl’T((U�qUTbU’
�Gh((�s4L0AlTh’U%�T’’U’�T’� U02(kwLh’G�UT’U�I4%A�(ULUJ2T5U’�

u%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A0(� U’2)TkJUL’
� GTU� (Tkw� 54%� hLLUA� G0%kw� c%hJ2TJU’� q0%��0H%Ukw2U%whL20’b�

HhATLT3%U%� 0’G� bUAUT’(kwhH2LTkwU%� �T’G0’bU’� h0(qUTkw’U2
� )U’TbU%� jUG4kw� G0%kw� UT’�

0AHh((U’GU(�2%h’(’h2T4’hLU(� ’bhbUAU’2�� U%�G0%kw(kw’T22LTkwU�up�vU%2�54’���
���c0’J2U’�

�h0H� UT’U%� tJhLh� 54’� �� lT(� ����� )UT(2� h0H� UT’� ’TUG%TbU(
� hlU%� AU((lh%U(� iT5Uh0� 54’�

u%h’(’h2T4’hLT232� wT’
� )4lUT� ��
�� �� GU%� �UH%hb2U’� 0’2U%� ��� c0’J2U’� LTUbU’��  TU�

GTAU’(T4’(lUq4bU’U��’hL-(U�4HHU’lh%2�UT’U�JLh%U�xTU%h%kwTU��HhATLT3%�hHHUJ2T5����
��c0’J2U��

�� (4qT4J0L20%ULL� ���
��� �� BJ4’4AT(kw� ���
��� �� 74LT2T(kw�qT5TL� ���
����  TU(� GU02U2� h0H� UT’U�

0’bLUTkwU��0(7%3b0’b�2%h’(’h2T4’hLU%�c%hJ2TJU’�T’�5U%(kwTUGU’U’�mUlU’(lU%UTkwU’�wT’�� TU(U(�

y0(2U%� (7TUbUL2� (4)4wL� GTU� (2%0J20%ULLU’�ahwAU’lUGT’b0’bU’� GU(� GU02(kwU’�s4’2UE2U(� hL(�

h0kw� GTU� (7UqTHT(kwU’� �’7h((0’b((2%h2UbTU’� J4L0AlTh’T(kwU%� yTb%h’2�T’’U’� )TGU%
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GU(� selective transnationalism� UT’
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 
�

1.1  Studying an Emergent Phenomenon  
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1.2 Conceptual Criteria for Identifying Transnationality 
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1.3 Preliminary Empirical Evidence 
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1 This is a Colombian state entity that was created by Legislative Act 01 of 2017 and Decree 588 of 2017 to 
investigate, clarify, and disseminate findings on the origin and causes of the Colombian armed conflict.  
2 It is a binational academic network with a research agenda on conflict and peace in Colombia. It has a presence 
in Bogotá and Gießen.  
3 It is an association with a network of offices in several cities in Germany. It was founded in the 1980s and 
promotes cooperation between the two countries. 



26 
 

1.4 Framing the Research Questions 
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1.5 Assumptions and hypotheses 
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1.6  Motivations for this research 
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1.7 Organization of the thesis 
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CHAPTER 2. TRANSNATIONAL SOCIAL PRACTICES, 
SPACES, AND MORPHOLOGIES: THEORETICAL 
FRAMEWORK FOR THE ANALYSIS OF 
TRANSNATIONALISM 

�
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2.1 Origin of the Transnational Approach 
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�2wU�%U54L02T4’�T’�T’H4%Ah2T4’�2Ukw’4L4bTU(
�

2wU�bL4lhLTqh2T4’�4H�kh7T2hLT(A
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T’2U%’h2T4’hL�ATb%h2T4’�G%T5U’�l-�Uk4’4ATk�k%T(U(�h’G�G-’hATk�Lhl4%�Ah%JU2(
�hLL�47U%h2T’b�T’�
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�

2.2 From the Study of Migration to Transnational Networks and Communities 
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2wh2�AhJU�2wU�7%U(U’kU�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�A4(2�U5TGU’2��

mTJU)T(U
�oU%245Uk��������(2h2U(�2wh2�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�(U%5U(�h(�h�k4’kU720hL�0Al%ULLh�

H4%�4’U�4H�2wU�A4(2�2%h’(H4%Ah2T5U�bL4lhL�7wU’4AU’h�4H�40%�2TAU
�h�k4A7LUET2-�wU�kh720%U(�l-�

402LT’T’b� (TE� GUHT’T’b� h(7Uk2(�� uwU� HT%(2� GTAU’(T4’� T(� social morphology
� )wTkw� GU(k%TlU(�

GTh(74%Tk�ATb%h2T4’�2wh2�b%hG0hLL-�2%h’(H4%A(�T’24�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�k4AA0’T2TU(
�%U7%U(U’2T’b�h�

’U)�(4kThL�H4%Ah2T4’�kwh%hk2U%T(2Tk�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A��u%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�’U2)4%J(
�4H2U’�

(0774%2UG� l-� k4AA0’Tkh2T4’� 2Ukw’4L4bTU(
� HhkTLT2h2U� Ah’-� 4H� 2wU� LT’J(� ’UkU((h%-� H4%� 2wT(�

2%h’(H4%Ah2T4’� H%4A� h� GTh(74%Tk� k4AA0’T2-� 24� h� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� k4AA0’T2-�� uwU� (Uk4’G�

GTAU’(T4’�T(�h�type of consciousness 2wh2�GUHT’U(�h’�TGU’2T2-�lU-4’G�h�AU%U�(U’(U�4H�lUL4’bT’b�

24�h�k4AA0’T2-�4%�k40’2%-��yTb%h’2(�4H2U’�wh5U�G0hL�4%�A0L2T7LU� TGU’2T2TU(� 2wh2�47U’�07�h’�

UE7U%TU’kU� 4H� (TA0L2h’UT2-� h’G�A0L2TL4khLT2-��uwU� 2wT%G
� 2wU�mode of cultural reproduction, 

%UHU%(�24�k0L20%hL�w-l%TGTqh2T4’
�2wU�k%Uh2T4’�4H�’U)�U2w’Tk�H4%A(�GU%T5UG�H%4A�ATEUG�k0L20%hL�

7%hk2TkU(� hA4’b� AUAlU%(� 4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� k4AA0’T2TU(
� U(7UkThLL-� hA4’b� 2wU� -40’bU%�

bU’U%h2T4’��A0(Tk
�Hh(wT4’
�2wU�h%2(
�h’G�42wU%�H4%A(�4H�(-’k%U2Tqh2T4’�4H�k0L20%hL�k4’2U’2��uwU�

H40%2w� T(� 2wU� avenue of capital, GUHT’UG� h(� 2wU� UAU%bU’kU� 4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� k4%74%h2T4’(�

hkk4A7h’TUG�l-�h�HL0TG�A45UAU’2�4H�HT’h’kThL�kh7T2hL�h’G�h’�ULT2U�Lhl4%�Ah%JU2�2wh2�lUk4AU(�

A0L2T�(T2UG�h(�h�(2%h2Ub-�H4%�HLUETlLU�hkk0A0Lh2T4’��uwU�HTH2w�T(�2wU�site of political engagement
�

%UHU%%T’b� 24� (4kThL� A45UAU’2(� h’G� k%4((�l4%GU%� 74LT2TkhL� hk2T5T(A� 2wh2� %UHLUk2� 2wU� 2U’(T4’(�

lU2)UU’� kT5TL� h’G� T’(2T202T4’hL� hk24%(� 45U%� 74LT2TkhL� 74)U%
� 4H2U’� h%T(T’b� H%4A� (T20h2T4’(� 4H�

(4kThL� T’j0(2TkU�h’G�w0Ah’�%Tbw2(�5T4Lh2T4’(� T’� 2wU�k40’2%TU(�4H�4%TbT’�4H� 2%h’(ATb%h’2(��uwU�

(TE2w�h’G�HT’hL�h(7Uk2�T(�2wU��re)construction of “place” or locality, )wTkw�%ULh2U(�24�’U)�H4%A(�

4H� TGU’2T2-� h’G� (4kThL� 7%hk2TkU(� T’� bU4b%h7wTkhL� (7hkU(
� h(� 2wU� (TA0L2h’UT2-� 4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL�

(4kThL�%ULh2T4’(�7%4G0kU(�’U)�7LhkU(�2wh2�k4’’Uk2�k%4((�l4%GU%�(4kThL�hk24%(����

 h%LTU%
�T’�����
�2w%UU��AU%Tkh’�h’2w%474L4bT(2(
�iT’h�eLTkJ�tkwTLLU%
�mT’Gh��h(kw
�h’G�

�%T(2T’h� �Lh’k�tqh’24’
� 70lLT(wUG� h� (UAT’hL� 7h7U%� 2wh2� )40LG� Ah%J� 2wU� GU5UL47AU’2� h’G�

U’k40%hbUAU’2� 4H� 2wU� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� h77%4hkw�� uwU� 7h7U%� 2T2LUG� u%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�� �� iU)�

�’hL-2Tk�I%hAU)4%J�H4%�d’GU%(2h’GT’b�yTb%h2T4’
�T’�)wTkw�2wU-�GUHT’U�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�h(�
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W2wU�7%4kU((U(�l-�)wTkw�TAATb%h’2(�l0TLG�(4kThL�HTULG(�2wh2�LT’J�24bU2wU%�2wUT%�k40’2%-�4H�4%TbT’�

h’G� 2wUT%�k40’2%-�4H�(U22LUAU’2V� �eLTkJ�tkwTLLU%�U2�hL�
�����
�7������xU%U
� 2wU�k4’kU72�4H� 2wU�

(4kThL� HTULG� lUk4AU(� %ULU5h’2
� U’hlLT’b� 2wU� UA7T%TkhL� (20G-� 4H� 2wU� 7wU’4AU’4’� 4H�

2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�� t4kThL� HTULG(� %UHU%� 24� 2wU� 74((TlTLT2-� 4H� k4’(2%0k2T’b� h’G� UE2U’GT’b� LT’J(�

lU2)UU’� GTHHU%U’2� 7LhkU(� 2wh2� h%U� k4’’Uk2UG� 2w%40bw� 2%h’(ATb%h’2(�� twTLLU%� U2� hL�� �������

%Uk4b’TqU� h� kLUh%� 7%UkUGU’2� T’� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� %U(Uh%kw�� 2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A� h(� h� bL4lhL� k0L20%hL�

7wU’4AU’4’� ’42� 7h%2Tk0Lh%L-� H4k0(UG� 4’� T’GT5TG0hL(� h’G� k4AA0’T2TU(�� I4%� UEhA7LU
�

vhJU%Ah’��������h’G��77hG0%hT�h’G��%UkJU’%TGbU��������H4LL4)�vhLLU%(2UT’á(�7U%(7Uk2T5U�

4’�2wU�)4%LG�(-(2UA�h(�h�H%hAU)4%J�H4%�k0L20%hL�T’2U%hk2T4’(�4’�h�bL4lhL�(khLU��I4%�2wT(�%Uh(4’
�

eLTkJ�tkwTLLU%�U2�hL���������UA7wh(TqU�2wU�’UUG�24�h’hL-qU�ATb%h2T4’�H%4A�h�bL4lhL�7U%(7Uk2T5U
�

h(� 2wT(� hTG(� kh2Ub4%TU(� (0kw� h(� ’h2T4’hLT2-
� TGU’2T2-
� h’G� %hkU� 24� lU� 4l(U%5UG� lU-4’G� 2wU�

AU2w4G4L4bTkhL� ’h2T4’hLT(A� 2wh2� kwh%hk2U%TqU(� 2wU� H%4A� hl45U� 5TU)�� uwT(� %U7%U(U’2(� h’�

hGj0(2AU’2�h’G�UE7h’(T4’�4H�2wU�)4%LG�(-(2UA�7U%(7Uk2T5U
�h(�2wU�h02w4%(�hkkU72�(4AU�4H�T2(�

hH4%UAU’2T4’UG� 7%UAT(U(�� p’� 2wT(� %Ubh%G
� tAT2w� h’G� e0h%’Tq4� ������� 7%474(U� 2wh2�

2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A� H%4A� lUL4)� (w40LG� H4k0(� 4’� 2wU� T’T2Th2T5U(� 4H� TAATb%h’2� k4AA0’T2TU(� 24�

AhT’2hT’�2wUT%�(4kT4k0L20%hL�2TU(�)T2w�2wUT%�k4AA0’T2TU(�4H�4%TbT’�2w%40bw�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�

7%hk2TkU(�2wh2�HhkTLT2h2U�2wU�H4%Ah2T4’�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�HTULG(���

����uwU�T’2U’(T2-�4H�2wU(U�LT’JhbU(�LUG�c4%2U(�U2�hL���������24�TGU’2TH-�h�bU’0T’UL-�’45UL�

7wU’4AU’4’
�j0(2TH-T’b�T2�h(�h�’U)�HTULG�4H�%U(Uh%kw��uwT(�7wU’4AU’4’�T(�kwh%hk2U%TqUG�l-�h’�

0’7%UkUGU’2UG� T’2U’(T2-� 4H� UEkwh’bU(
� ’U)� A4GU(� 4H� 2%h’(hk2T4’
� h’G� h� A0L2T7LTkh2T4’� 4H�

hk2T5T2TU(� %U90T%T’b� (0(2hT’UG� k%4((�l4%GU%� k4’2hk2�� uwU-� kh2Ub4%TqU� 2wU(U� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL�

hk2T5T2TU(�T’24�2w%UU�7%TAh%-�HTULG(�� k4’4ATk
�T’54L5T’b�2wU�A4lTLTqh2T4’�4H�%UAT22h’kU(�h’G�

k%4((�l4%GU%�l0(T’U((�5U’20%U(��c4LT2TkhL
�U’k4A7h((T’b�2wU�H4%AhL�7%hk2TkU(�4H�b45U%’AU’2(�

h(�)ULL�h(�2w4(U�4H�k4AA0’T2-�LUhGU%(�h’G�TAATb%h’2�4%bh’Tqh2T4’(��t4kT4�k0L20%hL
�%ULh2T’b�24�

7%hk2TkU(�2wh2�%UT’H4%kU�k0L20%hL�TGU’2T2-�h’G�T’2Ub%h2T4’���

uwU(U�2w%UU�HTULG(�%U90T%U�2wU�UET(2U’kU�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�’U2)4%J(
�GUHT’UG�h(�2wU�

(U2�4H�(4kThL� %ULh2T4’(wT7(� 2wh2�(0%%40’G�T’GT5TG0hL(� TAAU%(UG� T’�HhATL-
�)4%J
� T’(2T202T4’hL
�

h’G� (4kT4Uk4’4ATk� k4’2UE2(� �m0llU%(� U2� hL�
� ������� I0%2wU%A4%U
� hkk4%GT’b� 24�c4%2U(� U2� hL��

������
� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� (4kThL� ’U2)4%J(�lUk4AU� 2wU�7%TAh%-�0’T2� 4H� h’hL-(T(� H4%� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL�

ATb%h2T4’
�h(�2wU-�7%45TGU�T’(Tbw2(�T’24�T’GT5TG0hL(á�T’2U%hk2T4’(�)T2w�2wU�k4AA0’T2-�h’G�2wU�

(4kThL� %ULh2T4’(wT7(� 2wh2� (0%%40’G� 2wUA�� u%h’(’h2T4’hL� ’U2)4%J(� h%U� h� k%0kThL� ULUAU’2� 4H�

2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A��uwU-�h%U�’42�AU%UL-�T’(2%0AU’2hL�AUh’(�24�hkwTU5U�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�U’G(
�l02�

k4’(2T202U�2wU�5U%-�H4%A�T’�)wTkw�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�LTHU�T(�4%bh’TqUG��uwUT%�H0’k2T4’�UE2U’G(�
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lU-4’G�HhkTLT2h2T’b�UEkwh’bU(�24�lUk4AU�2wU�(4kThL�h%kwT2Uk20%U�2wh2�U’hlLU(�2wU�UET(2U’kU�4H�

k4AA0’T2TU(�h’G�7%hk2TkU(�47U%h2T’b�(TA0L2h’U40(L-�hk%4((�A0L2T7LU�2U%%T24%TU(���

u%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�’U2)4%J(�k4’(2T202U�2wU�%ULh2T4’hL�T’H%h(2%0k20%U�2wh2�0’GU%7T’(�h’G�

h%2Tk0Lh2U(� ATb%h2T4’�G%T5U’� 2%h’(’h2T4’hLTqh2T4’�� m0llU%(� U2� hL�� ������� wTbwLTbw2� 2wU�

A0L2TGTAU’(T4’hL�’h20%U�4H�2wU(U�(2%0k20%U(�h’G�2wUT%�H0’k2T4’�h(�k%4((�l4%GU%�(4kThL�(0774%2�

’U2)4%J(�� u%h’(’h2T4’hL� ’U2)4%J(
� 2wU%UH4%U
� h%U� ’42� AU%U� hbb%Ubh2U(� 4H� T’GT5TG0hL�

k4’’Uk2T4’(
�l02�k4A7LUE�(-(2UA(�4H�(4kThL�%ULh2T4’(�2wh2�47U%h2U�(TA0L2h’U40(L-�4’�A0L2T7LU�

bU4b%h7wTkhL� (khLU(��iU2)4%J(� 2w0(� (U%5U�h(� 2wU�AUGTh2T’b� (2%0k20%U�lU2)UU’� 2wU� T’GT5TG0hL�

UE7U%TU’kU(�4H�ATb%h’2(�h’G�l%4hGU%�(4kThL�(2%0k20%U(��uwU-�4HHU%�4774%20’T2TU(�24�h’hL-qU�w4)�

7U%(4’hL�2TU(�h%U�LT’JUG�24�Ahk%4(4kThL�7%4kU((U(��

IhT(2� U2� hL�� ������� ’42U� 2wh2� 2%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-� %UHU%(� 24� 2wU� (4kThL� 7%hk2TkU(� 4H� hbU’2(
�

T’kL0GT’b�T’GT5TG0hL(
�b%407(
�k4AA0’T2TU(
�h’G�4%bh’Tqh2T4’(
�hk%4((�2wU�l4%GU%(�4H�’h2T4’�

(2h2U(��uwU� 2U%A�GU’42U(� h� (7Uk2%0A�4H� k%4((�l4%GU%� LT’J(� T’� 5h%T40(� (7wU%U(� 4H� (4kThL� LTHU
�

HhATL-
� (4kT4k0L20%hL
� Uk4’4ATk
� h’G� 74LT2TkhL
� %h’bT’b� H%4A� 2%h5UL� 24� %UAT22h’kU(� 24� 2wU�

UEkwh’bU� 4H� TGUh(�� u%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-� T(� kwh%hk2U%TqUG� l-� 2%h’(hk2T4’(� 4H� 5h%-T’b� T’2U’(T2-� h2�

GTHHU%U’2�(2hbU(�4H�LTHU�2wh2�UE2U’G�lU-4’G�bU4b%h7wTkhL�A4lTLT2-��uw0(
�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-�kh’�lU�

0’GU%(244G�h(�h� (U2�4H�A0L2T(khLh%�7%hk2TkU(� T’54L5T’b� T’GT5TG0hL(
�b%407(
� h’G�k%4((�l4%GU%�

k4AA0’T2TU(�� uwU(U� 7%hk2TkU(� h%U� ’42� bU4b%h7wTkhLL-� %U(2%Tk2UG
� l02� 2wU-� G4� wh5U� h� (7h2ThL�

UE7%U((T4’��tAT2w
��������uw40bw�’42�hL)h-(�%UhGTL-�h77h%U’2
�2wUT%�2%hkU(�lUk4AU�5T(TlLU�T’�

(7UkTHTk�(T2U(�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�GhTL-�LTHU
�(0kw�h(�%U(2h0%h’2(
�T’(2T202T4’hL�(7hkU(
�h’G�(-Al4LTk�

0%lh’�Lh’GAh%J(��uw0(
�k4AA0’T2TU(�(wh7U�kT2TU(�(7h2ThLL-
�k%Uh2T’b�T’�h’�0%lh’�7hLTA7(U(2�2wh2�

T’k4%74%h2U(� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL�7%hk2TkU(��x4)U5U%
�c4%2U(�U2�hL�� �������hGG�h’� TA74%2h’2�kh5Uh2��

2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�%U90T%U(�k4’2T’0T2-�45U%�2TAU
�h(�4’L-�(0(2hT’UG�7%hk2TkU(�kh’�k4’(4LTGh2U�T’24�

h�%U(Uh%kwhlLU�(4kThL�7wU’4AU’4’��

c%TU(��������k4’kU720hLTqU(�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�2w%40bw�2wU�LU’(�4H�Transnational Social 

Spaces��xU�GUHT’U(�2wU(U�h(�GU’(U
�(2hlLU
�h’G�A0L2T�L4khL�H%hAU)4%J(�2wh2�h%U�T’(2T202T4’hLTqUG�

2w%40bw�h�k4AlT’h2T4’�4H�Ah2U%ThL�h%2THhk2(
�U5U%-Gh-�(4kThL�7%hk2TkU(
�h’G�(-(2UA(�4H�(-Al4LTk�

%U7%U(U’2h2T4’����k4%’U%(24’U�4H�wT(�h%b0AU’2�T(�2wT(�A0L2T�L4khLT2-��wU�k4’2U’G(�2wh2�2wU�(4kThL�

T’H%h(2%0k20%U�4H�2wU(U�7%hk2TkU(
�h%2THhk2(
�h’G�(-Al4L(�T(�’42�k4’HT’UG�24�h�(T’bLU�L4kh2T4’�l02�

T(�UAlUGGUG�hk%4((�A0L2T7LU�bU4b%h7wTkhL�(7hkU(��uwT(�7U%(7Uk2T5U�wTbwLTbw2(�2wU�T’2U%hk2T4’�

lU2)UU’� (4kT4Uk4’4ATk� (2%0k20%U(� h’G� w0Ah’� hbU’k-� hk%4((� GT5U%(U� (4kThL� h’G� (7h2ThL�

k4’2UE2(��

 kw4T’b�2wT(�(7h2ThL�H4k0(
�IhT(2��������74(T2(�2wh2�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�(7hkU(�k4A7%T(U�

k4AlT’h2T4’(�4H�(4kThL�2TU(�h’G�2wUT%�k4’2U’2(
�’U2)4%J�74(T2T4’(
�h’G�4%bh’Tqh2T4’hL�’U2)4%J(�
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2wh2�UET(2�hk%4((�h2�LUh(2�2)4�T’2U%’h2T4’hLL-�GT(2T’k2�(T2U(��xU�TGU’2THTU(�H40%�(7wU%U(�)wU%U�2wU(U�

(7hkU(� h%U�Ah’THU(2UG�� 2wU� HhATLThL
� (4kT4k0L20%hL
� Uk4’4ATk
� h’G�74LT2TkhL�� I4%�IhT(2
� h� JU-�

h’hL-2TkhL� 2h(J� T(� 24� Ah7
� L4kh2U
� h’G� kwh%hk2U%TqU� 2wU(U� (7wU%U(� l42w� 7w-(TkhLL-� h’G�

(-Al4LTkhLL-��

ITb0%U� �� 7%45TGU(� h� k4’kU720hL� (-’2wU(T(� 4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� (4kThL� (7hkU(
� 4HHU%T’b� h�

H%hAU)4%J�H4%�h’hL-(T(�h’G�UE7Lh’h2T4’�lh(UG�4’�IhT(2�U2�hL����������uwU�GThb%hA�TLL0(2%h2U(�

2wU�h02w4%(á�2w%UU�k4%U�k4’kU72(
�(0kw�h�2%h’(’h2T4’hLTqh2T4’
�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�(4kThL�(7hkU(
�h’G�

2%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-�� p2� UE7LhT’(�w4)� 2%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-�47U%h2U(� h(� h�7%4kU((�4H�5h%-T’b� T’2U’(T2-
�
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Figure 1. Analytical Model for Transnational Social Spaces, based on Faist, Fauser, and Reisenauer (2013) 

Note. Author’s own conceptual elaboration based on Faist et al. (2013) 
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Figure 2. Spatial Categories of Transnationalism 

Note. Author’s own conceptual elaboration based on Harvey (2006), Lefebvre (1991), Schmid (2022) 
and Collyer & King (2012). 
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Figure 3. Transnational Space Production: Power Relations Analysis 

Note. Author’s own conceptual elaboration based on Lefebvre (1991) and Smith & Guarnizo (1998). 
�
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CHAPTER 3. METHODOLOGICAL STRATEGIES FOR THE 
ANALYSIS OF TRANSNATIONALISM 
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3.1 Quantifying Transnationality. Proposal for a Multidimensional Index of 
Transnationality 

 

n7U%h2T4’hLTqT’b� 2wU� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� 7wU’4AU’4’� %U7%U(U’2(� h� JU-� kwhLLU’bU� T’� 2wT(�

%U(Uh%kw�� u%h’(Lh2T’b� (4kThL� Hhk2(� T’24� (kTU’2THTk� H4%Ah2(� )wTLU� h77L-T’b� 2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�

2wU4%TU(�%T(J(�%UG0k2T4’T(A�h’G�k4’kUhLT’b�2wU�5U%-�7wU’4AU’h�0’GU%�UEhAT’h2T4’��xU%U�LTU(�

2wU�AU2w4G4L4bTkhL�kwhLLU’bU��k4’(2%0k2T’b
�7%4kU((T’b
�h’G�h’hL-qT’b�Gh2h�)T2w�2wU�%Tb4%�4H�

90h’2T2h2T5U�h’G�90hLT2h2T5U�AU2w4G(��uwU�k4A7LUET2-�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-�A0(2�lU�%UG0kUG�H4%�

47U%h2T4’hLTqh2T4’
� k4’5U%2UG� T’24� Gh2h
� 7h%hAU2U%(
� 5h%ThlLU(
� h’G� GTAU’(T4’(� hAU’hlLU� 24�

AU2w4G4L4bTkhL� k4’2%4L��y0L2TGTAU’(T4’hL�A4GUL(� 7%U(U%5U� 7h%2ThL� k4A7LUET2-� l-� b%407T’b�

(0%5U-�5h%ThlLU(�24�hGG%U((�2wU�%U(Uh%kw�7%4lLUA��GU2U%AT’T’b�2wU�GUb%UU�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-�

GU5UL47AU’2�hA4’b��4L4AlTh’(�T’�eU%Ah’-��

uwT(�2h(J�G%h)(�074’�2wU�2wU4%U2TkhL�H%hAU)4%J�7%U(U’2UG�T’��wh72U%��
�7h%2Tk0Lh%L-�2wU�

h’hL-2TkhL�A4GUL�lh(UG�4’�IhT(2�U2�hL��������
�oU%245Uk�������
�h’G�c%TU(�������
�)wTkw�4HHU%(�

AU2w4G4L4bTkhL�02TLT2-�H4%�UA7T%TkhLL-�2U(2T’b�40%�%U(Uh%kw�7%4lLUA��uwT(�AU2w4G4L4bTkhL�h’G�

h’hL-2TkhL� UE7L4%h2T4’� UE2U’G(� lU-4’G� 2wU(U� h02w4%(
� h(� GUA4’(2%h2UG� 2w%40bw402� 2wT(�

GT((U%2h2T4’���wh72U%���UE7L4%U(��4L4AlTh’�2%h’(’h2T4’hLT(A�2w%40bw�2wU�LU’(U(�4H�(7h2ThLT2-
�

’U2)4%J(
�h’G�90hLT2h2T5U�h’hL-(T(��

IT%(2
� h� AU2w4G4L4bTkhL� kh5Uh2� T(� ’UkU((h%-�� �’hL-qT’b� 2%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-� 2w%40bw�

(2h2T(2TkhL� AU2w4G(� 7%U(U’2(� h� H0’GhAU’2hL� U7T(2UA4L4bTkhL� 2U’(T4’� lU2)UU’� 90h’2T2h2T5U�

47U%h2T4’hLTqh2T4’�%U90T%UAU’2(�h’G�2wU�T’2%T’(TkhLL-�k4A7LUE
�HL0TG
�h’G�k4’2UE20hL�’h20%U�4H�

2%h’(’h2T4’hL� 7wU’4AU’h�� t2h2T(2TkhL� AU2w4G(� U’hlLU� (-(2UAh2Tqh2T4’
� k4A7h%T(4’
� h’G�

bU’U%hLTqh2T4’� 4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� 7h22U%’(� )wTLU� U(2hlLT(wT’b� UA7T%TkhLL-� 5U%THThlLU� kh0(hL�

%ULh2T4’(wT7(��x4)U5U%
�2wU-�TA74(U�(Tb’THTkh’2�LTAT2h2T4’(�l-�%UG0kT’b�A0L2TGTAU’(T4’hL�LT5UG�

UE7U%TU’kU(�24�GT(k%U2U�5h%ThlLU(�h’G�’0AU%TkhL�(khLU(��

u%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-�T’54L5U(�(0ljUk2T5U
�(-Al4LTk
�h’G�%ULh2T4’hL�GTAU’(T4’(�2wh2�7h%2ThLL-�

UL0GU�90h’2T2h2T5U�AU2w4G(��t2h2T(2TkhL�AU2w4G(� 2U’G� 24�7%T5TLUbU�4l(U%5hlLU�lUwh5T4%(�45U%�

AUh’T’b(
�A42T5h2T4’(
�h’G�k4’2UE2(
�4H2U’�-TULGT’b�7h%2ThL�0’GU%(2h’GT’b�4H�h�7wU’4AU’4’�

7h%hG4ETkhLL-� kwh%hk2U%TqUG� l-� %U(T(2h’kU� 24� HTEUG� kh2Ub4%Tqh2T4’(� h’G� l-� T2(� UAU%bU’2
�

k4’2UE20hLL-� (T20h2UG� ’h20%U�� uwT(� %U(Uh%kw� 7%4kUUG(� )T2w� AU2w4G4L4bTkhL� kh02T4’� )wTLU�

hkJ’4)LUGbT’b�2wU(U�2U’(T4’(���

uwU�A0L2TGTAU’(T4’hL�u%h’(’h2T4’hLT2-�p’GUE��up��)h(�GU5UL47UG�402�4H�’UkU((T2-�hH2U%�

h’�UE7L4%h2T4’�4H�k4’5U’2T4’hL�(2h2T(2TkhL�h77%4hkwU(�(w4)’�2wUT%�LTAT2h2T4’(�T’�kh720%T’b�2wU�

k4A7LUE
�A0L2TGTAU’(T4’hL�’h20%U�4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL�U’bhbUAU’2���L2w40bw� T’T2ThL�GU(k%T72T5U�



61 
 

(2h2T(2TkhL� h’hL-(U(
� T’kL0GT’b� H%U90U’k-� GT(2%Tl02T4’(
� k%4((�2hl0Lh2T4’(
� h’G� lT5h%Th2U�

k4%%ULh2T4’(� �cUh%(4’á(� r�
� 7%45TGUG� 5hL0hlLU� T’(Tbw2(� T’24� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� 7%hk2TkU(
� (0kw� h(�

%UAT22h’kU�(U’GT’b� 7h22U%’(
� 74LT2TkhL� 7h%2TkT7h2T4’� %h2U(
� h’G� HhATL-� k4AA0’Tkh2T4’�

H%U90U’kTU(
�2wU-�HhTLUG�24�bU’U%h2U�h�w4LT(2Tk�AUh(0%U�4H�2%h’(’h2T4’hL�T’2U’(T2-��t4AU�4H�2wU(U�

h’hL-(U(�)U%U�hk20hLL-�T’kL0GUG�T’�2wT(�%U(Uh%kw��

uwU’
�A0L2T5h%Th2U�2Ukw’T90U(�)U%U�UE7L4%UG
�T’kL0GT’b�A0L2T7LU�%Ub%U((T4’�h’hL-(T(�24�

TGU’2TH-� 7%UGTk24%(� 4H� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� lUwh5T4%
� Hhk24%� h’hL-(T(� �l42w� UE7L4%h24%-� h’G�

k4’HT%Ah24%-�� 24� %UG0kU� GTAU’(T4’hLT2-� h’G� TGU’2TH-� 0’GU%L-T’b� 2%h’(’h2T4’hL� k4’(2%0k2(
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3.2 Index Structure and Operationalization 
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Figure 4. Conceptual Structure of the Transnationality Index (TI) 

�
Note. Author’s own methodological design. The figure illustrates the conceptual structure and 

calculation logic of the Transnational Index developed for this study. 
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Figure 5. Operationalization of the variable system 

Note. Author’s own methodological design. The figure presents the operationalization of the variables 
composing the Transnational Index, based on ethnosurvey items designed and administered by the author. 
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3.3 Interpretation Levels 
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Figure 6. Levels of transnationality 

�
Note. Author’s own methodological design. The figure presents the interpretative scale used to classify 

and analyze the levels of transnationality derived from the Transnational Index. 
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3.4 Sample Design  
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3.5 Methodological Approach and Instruments 
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Stage 3: Statistical Analysis of Primary Data.�uwT(�(2hbU�T’54L5U(�(2h2T(2TkhL�h’hL-(T(�
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�
Figure 7. Stages and Methods 

�
Note. Author’s own methodological design. The figure summarizes the stages of the research process 

and methods employed at each stage. 
�
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CHAPTER 4. WHERE AND WHERE TO? COLOMBIAN 
INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AS A SUBJECT OF STUDY 
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4.1 Colombian International Emigration 
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Figure 8. Evolution of the Colombian Emigrant Population, 1960–2005 

 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Colombia 
(2022). Figures represent estimated stock of Colombian-born population residing abroad. 
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4.2 First Wave. Venezuela as the First Destination for Mass Migration 
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4.3 Second Wave: The Case of the United States 
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4.5 Remittances as a Topic of Research on Colombian Migration 
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Figure 9. Remittances to Colombia 

 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from Banco de la República (2022). 
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Figure 10. Remittances by Sending Country 

 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from Banco de la República (2022).  
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4.6 Colombian Migration to Europe 
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4.7 Synthesis of the Research Trajectory and Persistent Gaps 
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CHAPTER 5. COLOMBIANS IN GERMANY:  A 
CHARACTERIZATION OF COLOMBIAN MIGRATION 
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�

5.1 Migratory Flows from South America to Germany 
 

�2�2wT(�74T’2
�T2�T(�kLUh%�2wh2��4L4AlTh’�ATb%h2T4’�24� 0%47U�G4U(�’42�4kk0%�T’�T(4Lh2T4’
�

l02�%h2wU%�h(�7h%2�4H�h�l%4hGU%�ATb%h24%-�HL4)��x4)U5U%
�)U�hL(4�hkJ’4)LUGbU�2wh2�Uhkw�t402w�

�AU%Tkh’�k40’2%-�Ah-�wh5U�T2(�4)’�0’T90U�74LT2TkhL
�(4kThL
�h’G�Uk4’4ATk�k4’GT2T4’(��tT’kU�

2wU� (Uk4’G� whLH� 4H� 2wU� ����(
� h� (0(2hT’UG� )h5U� 4H� mh2T’� �AU%Tkh’� ATb%h2T4’� 24� 5h%T40(�

 0%47Uh’�k40’2%TU(�wh(�4kk0%%UG���U%’hL�U2�hL�
���������4L4AlTh’�ATb%h2T4’�24� 0%47U�HT2(�T’24�

2wT(�%UbT4’hL�k4’2UE2�h’G�wh(�lUU’�GU(k%TlUG�h(�2wU�2wT%G
�A4(2�GT5U%(U
�h’G�Ah((T5U�)h5U�4H�

�4L4AlTh’�ATb%h2T4’� �yUj>h� nkw4h
� ������� p2� T(� h� HL4)�)T2w� (2%4’b� T’U%2Th� 2wh2� T(� AhT’L-�

GT%Uk2UG�24)h%G(�t7hT’
�h’G�H%4A�2wU%U
�ATb%h’2(�k4’2T’0U�24�2wT%G�k40’2%TU(��p’�2wU(U�k40’2%TU(
�

ATb%h’2�7470Lh2T4’(�(U22LU�T’�kT2TU(�2wh2�7%45TGU�lh(Tk�k4’GT2T4’(
�(0kw�h(�h�Lhl4%�Ah%JU2�h’G�

7%U�UET(2T’b�ATb%h’2�(0774%2�’U2)4%J(���(�AU’2T4’UG�T’�2wU�7%U5T40(�kwh72U%
�I%h’kU
�e.g.,�wh(�

lUU’�h�w4(2�k40’2%-�H4%�Ah’-�74LT2TkhL�h(-L0A�(UUJU%(�H%4A�2w%40bw402�mh2T’��AU%Tkh�(T’kU�

2wU�����(��eU%Ah’-
�H4%�T2(�7h%2
�wh(�lUU’�h�GU(2T’h2T4’�H4%�mh2T’��AU%Tkh’�ATb%h’2(�h’G�wh(�

(UU’� %h7TG�b%4)2w� T’� T2(� H4%UTb’�k4AA0’T2TU(
�U(7UkThLL-� T’� 2wU� Lh(2� 2)4�GUkhGU(�� E7L4%T’b�

t402w� �AU%Tkh’� ATb%h2T4’� 24� eU%Ah’-� 7%45TGU(� U((U’2ThL� k4’2UE2� H4%� 0’GU%(2h’GT’b� 2wU�

�4L4AlTh’�kh(U��uwU�H4LL4)T’b�GT(k0((T4’�0(U(�2wU�2U%A�Wt402w��AU%TkhV�%h2wU%�2wh’�Wmh2T’�

�AU%TkhV
� H4LL4)T’b� 2wU� IUGU%hL� t2h2T(2TkhL� nHHTkU� 4H� eU%Ah’-á(� Gh2h� hbb%Ubh2T4’
� )wTkw�

b%407(�t402w��AU%Tkh’�ATb%h2T4’�7h22U%’(�H4%�k4A7h%h2T5U�h’hL-(T(��

�uwT(�GUA4b%h7wTk�T’H4%Ah2T4’�T’kL0GU(�t402w��AU%Tkh’�k40’2%TU(���%bU’2T’h
��wTLU
�

d%0b0h-
�ch%hb0h-
��%hqTL
��4LT5Th
�cU%0
� k0hG4%
��4L4AlTh
�oU’Uq0ULh
�e0-h’h
�t0%T’hAU
�



95 
 

h’G�I%U’kw�e0Th’h���uwU�%Uk4%G(�H4%�t402w��AU%Tkh’�ATb%h’2(�T’�eU%Ah’-�lUbT’�T’�����
�j0(2�

hH2U%� %U0’THTkh2T4’
� )wU’� 2wU� k40’2%-á(� ATb%h2T4’� (24kJ(� h’G� T’(2T202T4’hL� GUA4b%h7wTk�

T’H4%Ah2T4’�)U%U�hGj0(2UG��uw0(
�2wT(�(20G-�0(U(�Gh2h�H%4A������24�������

t402w��AU%Tkh’�ATb%h2T4’�24�eU%Ah’-�GUA4’(2%h2U(�(0(2hT’UG�b%4)2w��uwU�7470Lh2T4’�

T’k%Uh(UG�H%4A���
����T’������24���
����T’�����
�2wU’�24���
����T’�����
�h’G�HT’hLL-�24����
����

T’�����
�%U7%U(U’2T’b�h�242hL�T’k%Uh(U�4H��������lU2)UU’�2wU�HT%(2�h’G�Lh(2�-Uh%(
�h(�(w4)’�T’�

ITb0%U�����p’�42wU%�)4%G(
�G0%T’b�2wU(U�2w%UU�GUkhGU(
�2wU�7470Lh2T4’�4H�t402w��AU%Tkh’(�LT5T’b�

T’�eU%Ah’-�T’k%Uh(UG�l-�h�Hhk24%�4H�2w%UU��uwU�2%U’G�T(�(0(2hT’UG�h’G�7%4b%U((T5U
�h(�(w4)’�T’�

ITb0%U���h’G�uhlLU����uw%40bw402�2wU�����(
�2wT(�7h22U%’�)h(�0’T’2U%%072UG
�)T2w�h’�h5U%hbU�

-Uh%�4’�-Uh%�5h%Th2T4’�4H�������l02�T’�2wU�����(
�2wU�b%4)2w�2%U’G�(L4)UG�24�4’L-�������p’�Hhk2
�

lU2)UU’������h’G�����
�2wU%U�)h(�h�’Ubh2T5U�5h%Th2T4’�4H������
�h’G�lU2)UU’������h’G�����
�

b%4)2w�)h(�4’L-�������p’�2wU�H4LL4)T’b�GUkhGU
�H%4A������24�����
�2wU�-Uh%�4’�-Uh%�5h%Th2T4’�

bhT’UG�A4AU’20A
�%UhkwT’b�h’�h5U%hbU�4H������h’G�%UbT(2U%T’b�5hL0U(�4H������lU2)UU’������

h’G�����
�2wU�wTbwU(2�T’�2wU�Lh(2�2w%UU�GUkhGU(��

�
Figure 11. Migration from South America to Germany, 1991-2020 

 
Note: Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
�
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Table 1. South American and Colombian Population Growth in Germany (1991-2020) 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 
Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 

�

�(�AU’2T4’UG�T’��wh72U%��
�2wU�TA74(T2T4’�4H�5T(h(�H4%�HhATL-�%U0’THTkh2T4’�T’������h’G�

2wU�Uk4’4ATk�k%T(T(�4H������hHHUk2UG�2wU�T’2U’(T2-�4H�2wU�ATb%h24%-�HL4)�7%T4%�24�2wU(U�-Uh%(
�

U(7UkThLL-�24)h%G(�t7hT’�� kwU5U%%T��0%T2Tk:
��������p’�Hhk2
�T’�����
�2wU� 0%47Uh’�ch%LThAU’2�

hG472UG�h�7hkJhbU�4H�AUh(0%U(�24�%Ub0Lh2U�h’G�k4’2%4L�l42w�%Ub0Lh%�h’G�T%%Ub0Lh%�ATb%h2T4’
�h(�

)ULL� h(� 2wU� T’2Ub%h2T4’� 4H� ATb%h’2(� � 0%47Uh’� ch%LThAU’2
� ������� uwU(U�  0%47Uh’� d’T4’�

%Ub0Lh2T4’(�lUkhAU�%U90T%UAU’2(�h’G�GUAh’G(�TA74(UG�l-�2wU�TAATb%h2T4’�h02w4%T2TU(�4H�Uhkw�

AUAlU%�k40’2%-�T’�2wU�%UbT4’�4’�h%%T5T’b�ATb%h’2(��uwU(U�kwh’bU(�T’�ATb%h2T4’�74LTkTU(�h’G�

2wU�Uk4’4ATk�k%T(T(�2wh2�4kk0%%UG�24)h%G(�2wU�U’G�4H�2wU�HT%(2�GUkhGU�4H�2wU���(2�kU’20%-�Ah-�

wh5U�T’HL0U’kUG�2wU�L4)�%h2U�4H�TAATb%h2T4’�4H�t402w��AU%Tkh’(�h’G��4L4AlTh’(�24�eU%Ah’-�

Year
South American 

Population in Germany
Growth Rate %

Colombian Population 
in Germany

Growth Rate %

1991 38795 4515
1992 41243 6.31 4876 8.00
1993 44052 6.81 5345 9.62
1994 45711 3.77 5642 5.56
1995 47629 4.20 5825 3.24
1996 50928 6.93 6356 9.12
1997 53370 4.80 6873 8.13
1998 55909 4.76 7330 6.65
1999 58873 5.30 7964 8.65
2000 62873 6.79 8880 11.50
2001 66522 5.80 9673 8.93
2002 70152 5.46 10168 5.12
2003 72974 4.02 10414 2.42
2004 66459 -8.93 9345 -10.27
2005 69063 3.92 9578 2.49
2006 71189 3.08 9906 3.42
2007 72453 1.78 9831 -0.76
2008 72843 0.54 9937 1.08
2009 73550 0.97 10182 2.47
2010 73732 0.25 10294 1.10
2011 76233 3.39 10999 6.85
2012 79087 3.74 11814 7.41
2013 81501 3.05 12695 7.46
2014 84710 3.94 13283 4.63
2015 86943 2.64 13992 5.34
2016 90620 4.23 14935 6.74
2017 96750 6.76 16060 7.53
2018 104385 7.89 17730 10.40
2019 113120 8.37 20045 13.06
2020 115470 2.08 20705 3.29

Pearson's correlation coefficient between South American and Colombian population in 
Germany
r=0,992
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Figure 12. Naturalisation and Seeking Protection of South Americans in Germany, 2000-2020 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
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Figure 13. Colombian Migration to Germany, 1967-2020 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
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Figure 14. Stages of Colombian Migration to Germany, 1967-2020 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
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4 Note: The terms “men” and “women” refer to the demographic categories used in official statistical sources 
and do not imply gender identity. 
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Table 2. Colombian Population Growth in Germany (1967-2020) 

�
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022).�

Year Men Women
Colombian 

Population in 
Germany

Growth Rate %

1967 410 378 788
1968 398 370 768 2.54 -                      
1969 438 406 844 9.90                       
1970 489 453 942 11.61                    
1971 523 512 1035 9.87                       
1972 508 479 987 4.64 -                      
1973 595 568 1163 17.83                    
1974 708 660 1368 17.63                    
1975 710 698 1408 2.92                       
1976 669 698 1367 2.91 -                      
1977 696 744 1440 5.34                       
1978 721 792 1513 5.07                       
1979 769 886 1655 9.39                       
1980 889 989 1878 13.47                    
1981 980 1072 2052 9.27                       
1982 971 1200 2171 5.80                       
1983 1086 1422 2508 15.52                    
1984 1069 1301 2370 5.50 -                      
1985 1063 1348 2411 1.73                       
1986 1096 1430 2526 4.77                       
1987 1204 1510 2714 7.44                       
1988 1102 1435 2537 6.52 -                      
1989 1262 1792 3054 20.38                    
1990 1494 2295 3789 24.07                    
1991 1584 2931 4515 19.16                    
1992 1678 3198 4876 8.00                       
1993 1804 3541 5345 9.62                       
1994 1866 3776 5642 5.56                       
1995 1888 3937 5825 3.24                       
1996 2065 4291 6356 9.12                       
1997 2265 4608 6873 8.13                       
1998 2391 4939 7330 6.65                       
1999 2609 5355 7964 8.65                       
2000 2901 5979 8880 11.50                    
2001 3134 6539 9673 8.93                       
2002 3331 6837 10168 5.12                       
2003 3409 7005 10414 2.42                       
2004 2909 6436 9345 10.27 -                   
2005 3008 6570 9578 2.49                       
2006 3279 6627 9906 3.42                       
2007 3315 6516 9831 0.76 -                      
2008 3425 6512 9937 1.08                       
2009 3544 6638 10182 2.47                       
2010 3572 6722 10294 1.10                       
2011 3879 7120 10999 6.85                       
2012 4216 7598 11814 7.41                       
2013 4661 8034 12695 7.46                       
2014 4923 8360 13283 4.63                       
2015 5259 8733 13992 5.34                       
2016 5710 9225 14935 6.74                       
2017 6155 9905 16060 7.53                
2018 6845 10885 17730 10.40              
2019 7845 12200 20045 13.06              
2020 8110 12590 20705 3.29                
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Figure 15. Male and Female Composition of Colombian Migration to Germany, 1967-2020 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
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Figure 16. Population Structure of Colombians in Germany (2000–2020) 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
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Figure 17. Marital Status of Colombians in Germany, 2000-2010-2020 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 

Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
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Figure 18. Naturalisation of Colombian Migrants in Germany by Sex and Colombians Seeking Protection, 

2008-2020 

 
 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from from the GENESIS-Online database (Statistisches 
Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). Note. Bars represent the annual number of Colombian men and women naturalized 
as German citizens. The line indicates the number of Colombians applying for protection in Germany. Data reflect 
administrative classifications used by German authorities. 

 

5.3 Spatial Distribution of the Colombian Population in Germany (2000-2020) 
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Figure 19. Colombian Population in Germany by Federal States, 2000-2010-2020 

Note. Author’s own cartographic elaboration based on data from the GENESIS-Online database 
(Statistisches Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 

�
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Figure 20. Colombian Population in Germany, 2020 

Note. Author’s own cartographic elaboration based on data from the GENESIS-Online database 
(Statistisches Bundesamt [Destatis], 2022). 
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Figure 21. Population Pyramid of a Sample of 201 Colombians in Germany, 2019 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Table 3. Academic Background 
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 Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 
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Table 4. Push and Pull Factors in Colombian Migration to Germany 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 
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Table 5. Employment Status Before Leaving Colombia 

�
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 
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Table 6. Employment Status upon Arrival in Germany and Current Employment Status 

�
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 

�

 U(7T2U�%ULh2T5UL-�(0kkU((H0L�Lhl4%�Ah%JU2�T’2Ub%h2T4’
�(0%5U-UG��4L4AlTh’(�%U74%2�2wU�

H4LL4)T’b�(h2T(Hhk2T4’�LU5UL(��xhLH�%U74%2�(h2T(Hhk2T4’�)T2w�2wUT%�k0%%U’2�j4l�74(T2T4’��(UU�ITb0%U�

���������h%U�7h%2ThLL-�(h2T(HTUG
�h’G�����h%U�GT((h2T(HTUG��mTJU)T(U
�����k4’(TGU%� 2wh2� 2wU-�

wh5U�whG�(0HHTkTU’2�j4l�4774%20’T2TU(
�����(h-�2wU-�wh5U�whG�(4AU�4774%20’T2TU(
�h’G�4’L-����

wh5U�’42�whG�h’-���
Figure 22. Current Job Satisfaction 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 

�

 A7L4-AU’2� (h2T(Hhk2T4’� T(� bU’U%hLL-� 74(T2T5U
� %UHLUk2T’b� (JTLLUG�ATb%h2T4’� 7h22U%’(��

y0L2T7LU� Hhk24%(� (U5U%hL� Hhk24%(� T’HL0U’kUG� UATb%h2T4’� H%4A� �4L4AlTh� h’G� TAATb%h2T4’� 24�

eU%Ah’-��uwU� 70(w� Hhk24%(� T’GTkh2U� 2wh2��4L4AlTh’(� LUh5T’b� 2wU� k40’2%-� (40bw2� h� k40’2%-�

50%

15%

35%

Satisfaction with Current 
Employment Situation

Yes

No

Partially
56%35%

9%

Satisfaction with Job Opportunities

Enough opportunities

A few opportunities

No opportunity



117 
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�)wTkw�k4A7TLU(������Gh2h�4’��4L4AlTh’(�%UbT(2U%UG�l-�2wUT%�UA7L4-U%(�h’G�(w4)(�

2wUT%�7%4HU((T4’hL�90hLTHTkh2T4’(��uwU�Gh2h�(w4)(�2wh2�����wh5U�’4�90hLTHTkh2T4’(
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�
Table 7. Professional Qualification of Colombian Employees in Germany in 2020 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from the Federal Employment Agency (Agentur für 

Arbeit, 2020). 
�
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�

�

�

�

�

Feature
Employees subject to 

social insurance 
contributions 

Share of total in % 

Without a professional qualification 1,490 17
Recognized professional qualification 1,440 16
Academic professional qualification 4,520 52
Not specified 1,310 15

Colombian Employees in Germany Subject to Social Security Contributions 
in 2020
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�
Table 8. Perception of Integration into German Society 

�
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 

�
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Figure 23. Top 5 Places of Origin in Colombia 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 

�

eU%Ah’-�UEwTlT2(�(TATLh%�bU4b%h7wTkhL�k4’kU’2%h2T4’�7h22U%’(���kk4%GT’b�24�ITb0%U���
�

2wU� 247� �� kT2TU(� 4H� %U(TGU’kU� H4%� �4L4AlTh’(� T’� eU%Ah’-� h%U� �U%LT’
� y0’Tkw
� xhAl0%b
�

I%h’JH0%2
�h’G�t2022bh%2
�)T2w������
������
�����
�����
�h’G������4H��4L4AlTh’(�LT5T’b�T’�

Uhkw
� %U(7Uk2T5UL-��vwTLU� 2wU� HT%(2� 2w%UU� kT2TU(� h%U� hL(4� eU%Ah’-á(� Lh%bU(2
� 2wU� wTU%h%kwTkhL�

GT(2%Tl02T4’�T(�A4%U�0’TH4%A
�)T2w�2wU�7%TAh%-�kT2-�hkk40’2T’b�H4%�����k4A7h%UG�24��4b42:á(�

�����uwU�(4kT4Uk4’4ATk�h’G�bU4b%h7wTk�k4’2UE2�T(�GTHHU%U’2
�h’G�2wT(�T(�U5TGU’2�T’�2wU�Lhl4%�

Ah%JU2�h’G�UG0kh2T4’hL�T’(2T202T4’(
�)wTkw�h%U�GT(2%Tl02UG�hk%4((�GTHHU%U’2�eU%Ah’�kT2TU(���U%LT’�

T(�h�GU(2T’h2T4’�H4%�T’2U%’h2T4’hL�(20GU’2(
�h(�)ULL�h(�h�w0l�H4%�(7UkThLTqUG�(U%5TkU�k4A7h’TU(��

xhAl0%b�h’G�y0’Tkw�h%U� TA74%2h’2�0%lh’�kU’2U%(� 2wh2�h22%hk2� (JTLLUG�ATb%h’2(�)w4�HT’G�h’�

U’5T%4’AU’2�4H�k0L20%hL�GT5U%(T2-�h’G�42wU%�ATb%h’2�k4AA0’T2TU(
�h(�)ULL�h(�h�GT5U%(THTUG�j4l�

Ah%JU2�� �4L4AlTh’� ATb%h2T4’� 24� eU%Ah’-� h77Uh%(� 7%UG4AT’h’2L-� GT%Uk2� H%4A� Ahj4%�

�4L4AlTh’� kT2TU(� 24� Ahj4%� eU%Ah’� kT2TU(�� uwU(U� kT2TU(� wh5U� Hh54%hlLU� k4’GT2T4’(� H4%� 2wU�

4kk0%%U’kU�4H�2wT(�7h22U%’�4H�(JTLLUG�ATb%h2T4’
�GUA4’(2%h2T’b�(7h2ThL�k4’kU’2%h2T4’�hL4’b�h’�

0%lh’�wTU%h%kw-��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�



120 
 

�
Figure 24. Top 5 Places of Residence of Colombians in Germany 

�
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey 
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6.1 Economic Practices 
 
6.1.1 Remittances 
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Figure 25. Remittances from Germany to Colombia, 2005-2022 (USD Millions) 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from Banco de la República (2022). 
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Figure 26. Frequency of Sending Remittances to Colombia 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Table 9. Use of Remittances 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Frequency of Sending Remittances 
to Colombia

Use of remittances 
 Frequency Percentage Percentage adjusted to 

positive answers 
    
N/A 88 43.8  
Family support 54 26.9 47.8 
Health care expenses 12 6.0 10.6 
Savings 10 5.0 8.8 
Free spending 9 4.5 8.0 
Home improvement 
or purchase 8 4.0 7.1 

Education expenses 
of family members 8 4.0 7.1 

Debt repayment 5 2.5 4.4 
Miscellaneous 
assistance 4 2.0 3.5 

Travel for family 
members 1 0.5 0.9 

Personal investments 1 0.5 0.9 
Exceptional expenses 1 0.5 0.9 
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Table 10. Method of Remittance Sending 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Method of remittance sending 

 
Frequency Percentage 

Percentage 
adjusted to 

positive answers 
N/A 75 37.7  
Apps/Websites: Xoom; 
Azimo; Worldremit; 
Transferwise; Small 
World 

58 29.1 46.0 

Western Union/Money 
Gramm 31 15.6 24.6 

Bank transfers 23 11.6 18.3 
Sending money through 
friends 8 4.0 6.3 

Bringing the money 
personally 2 1.0 1.6 

Credit card bill payment 1 0.5 0.8 
Sending money in cash 1 0.5 0.8 
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Figure 27. Comparison of Remittances per Capita from Germany, Spain and the Unites States to Colombia 
(USD) 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from Central Bank of Colombia, National Statistics 

Institute of Spain, Census Bureau of the U.S., Pew Research Center, and Federal Statistical Office of Germany. 
�
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Figure 28. Remittance Frequency Sending by Top 5 German Cities (Percentages) 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Figure 29. Remittances Frequency Receiving by Top 5 Colombian Cities (Percentages) 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Figure 30. Heat Map of Remittance between Top Cities in Germany and Colombia 

�
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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5 The Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) is a measure of market concentration, but it is useful for analyzing 
trade flows. It is defined by this formula: HHI=∑Ni=1Si2 where Si is the percentage share of remittances from 
sending city i, and N is the total number of sending cities. The same is done for receiving cities. It ranges from 
1/N (where N is the number of cities) to 1, with higher values indicating greater concentration. 
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6.1.2 Entrepreneurship and Binational Economies 
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Table 11. Top 10 Export Products 2000 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from the database of CEPII 
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Table 12. Top 10 Export Products 2010 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from the database of CEPII 

�

p’�����
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Top 10 Export Products 2000 
Colombia to Germany Germany to Colombia  

458 USD million 560 USD million 
Coffee 44.0 Potassium fertilizers 6.0 
Coal Briquettes 32.4 Rubberworking Machinery 4.6 
Bananas 8.4 Pesticides 3.7 
Coffee and Tea Extracts 3.1 Telephones 3.5 
Non-Knit Men's Suits 2.0 Packaged Medicaments 3.5 
Footwear Parts 1.4 Gas Turbines 3.2 
Cut Flowers 1.2 Hormones 2.3 
Gas Turbines 1.1 Nucleic acids 1.9 
House Linens 0.9 Amines 1.9 
Other Fruits 0.6 Medical Instruments 1.9 

 

Top 10 Export Products 2010 
Colombia to Germany Germany to Colombia  

575 USD million 1.66 USD billion 
Coal briquettes 52.5 Cars 7.4 
Bananas 15.3 Planes, helicopters, and/or spacecraft 6.6 
Coffee 13.8 Packaged Medications 4.2 
Coffee and Tea Extracts 2.6 Combustion Engines 4.1 
Coke 1.5 Electric Generating Sets 3.7 
Railway Maintenance Vehicles 1.3 Medical Instruments 2.0% 
Cut Flowers 1.3 Kaolin Coated Paper 1.7 
Other Fruits 1.1 Vaccines, blood, antisera, toxins, and cultures 1.5 
Non-Knit Men's Suits 0.9 Pesticides 1.4 
House Linens 0.8 Centrifuges 1.4 
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Table 13. Top 10 Export Products 2020 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from the database of CEPII 
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Top 10 Export Products 2020 
Colombia to Germany Germany to Colombia  

578 USD million 1.55 USD billion 
Coffee 36.0 Packaged Medicaments 16.4 
Bananas 11.4 Cars 5.4 
Coal briquettes 9.3 Medical Instruments 3.8 
Crude Petroleum 8.1 Vaccines, blood, antisera, toxins, and cultures 3.3 
Ferroalloys 5.8 Washing and Bottling Machines 2.2 
Plastic Lids 4.2 Centrifuges 2.1 
Raw Sugar 3.5 Raw Plastic Sheeting 1.4 
Coffee and Tea Extracts 3.4 Other Precious Metal Products 1.3 
Palm Oil 2.1 Pesticides 1.3 
Coke 1.9 Potassium fertilizers 1.2 
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Figure 31. Foreign Direct Investment (USD Millions) 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on data from Banco de la República (2022). 
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Figure 32. Participation in Political Organizations and Activities 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Table 14. Participation in Transnational Activities 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 

�
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Participation in Transnational Activities 

 Frequency Percent 
Percentage 
adjusted to 

positive answers 
None 99 49  

By pension contributions, voting in 
Colombian elections 48 24 47 

By participating in aid and 
development projects in Colombia 18 9 18 

By investing in business or assets in 
Colombia 15 7 15 

By voting in Colombian elections. 14 7 14 

By participating in political 
campaigns in Colombia 4 2 4 

More than one choice 3 1 3 
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Figure 33. Demonstrations in Berlin in solidarity with the 2021 social uprising in Colombia 

�
Note. Photograph reproduced from Unidas por la Paz–Colombia Facebook page (2021). 

�
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6.3 Socio-Cultural and Family Practices 
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Figure 34. Perception of Integration into German Society 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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�
Figure 35. Integration Based on Length of Residence in Germany 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Figure 36. Participation in Colombian Associations and Support Groups for Colombians 

�
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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�
Figure 37. Perception of Associativity in National and Local Context 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Table 15. Use of Social Media 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Table 16. Living Arrangements and Communication Methods 

 

 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Table 17. Ties Strength and Importance of Maintaining Ties with Colombia 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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Figure 38. Participation in Non-Colombian Events 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 
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6.4 Multidimensional Analysis of the Transnationality of Colombians in 
Germany 
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6.4.1 Application of the Transnationality Index 
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Table 18. Statistical Summary of the Transnationality Index 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data from the Transnational Index developed for this 
study. 
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Figure 39. Transnationality Levels Distribution 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data from the Transnational Index developed for this 

study. 
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Figure 40. Dimensional Scores Comparison 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data from the Transnational Index developed for this study. 

 
Figure 41. Transnational Dimensions Profile 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data from the Transnational Index developed for this 
study. 
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Figure 42. Residence Time and Average Values of the Transnationality Index 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data from the Transnational Index developed for this 

study. 
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Table 19. Correlation Analysis Matrix 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 

Pearson’s correlation coefficients are reported. 
�
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Table 20. Associativity Perception vs. Actual Membership 

 
Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data collected through an original ethnosurvey. 

Variable Relationship Pearson's r Strength Direction Interpretation

Residence Time × 
German Integration 0.452 Moderate Positive

Longer residence 
increases integration 
probability

German Integration × 
Colombia Ties 0.024 Very Weak Positive Integration does NOT 

reduce transnational ties

Age × Colombia Ties -0.186 Weak Negative Younger migrants 
maintain stronger ties

Education Level × 
Remittances 0.198 Weak Positive Higher education enables 

more remittances
Gender × Transnational 

Practices 0.134 Weak Positive Women slightly more 
transnational

Correlation Analysis Matrix

Dimension High/Strong Medium/Moderate Low/Weak None/Nonexistent Reality Check
National 
perception of 
associativity 

17.80% 44.70% 37.60% — 62.5% perceive medium-
high associativity

Local perception 
of associativity in 
Germany

7.10% 33.00% 42.60% 17.30% 40.1% perceive moderate-
strong local networks

Actual 
Membership 84.1% NO

MASSIVE 
PERCEPTION-
PRACTICE GAP

Coherence 
Analysis

Moderate perception-
practice alignment

15.9% YES

65.0% Coherent Cases 35.0% Incoherent Cases

 Associativity Perception vs Actual Membership
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CHAPTER 7. TRANSNATIONAL NETWORKS, 
COMMUNITIES, AND SPACES  
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7.1 The Ties That (Don’t) Bind: Individualism, Distrust, and the Limits of 
Community Formation 
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7.2 Morphology of Colombian Organizations: Typological Diversity and 
Functional Specialization 
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Table 21. Colombian Organizations in Germany: Directory and Classification by Type and Region 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on publicly available information collected from the 
organizations’ official websites, social media, and related online sources. 
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Figure 43. Network Map: Colombian Organizations in Germany (1981-2020) 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary qualitative and ethnosurvey data. The network map 
visualizes formal and informal organizational ties among Colombian migrant organizations in Germany between 

1981 and 2020. 
�
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�
Figure 44. Deutsch-Kolumbianischer Freundeskreis e.V. Network 

�
Note. Map reproduced from the website of Deutsch-Kolumbianischer Freundeskreis e.V. 
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7.3 From the Kitchen to the Streets. Colombian Transnational Spatialities. 
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Figure 45. Stop the Massacre in Colombia, Berlin 2021 

�
Note. Photograph taken by the author during fieldwork in Berlin, 2021. 
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Figure 46. Demos in Hamburg in 2013 and 2021 

 
Note. The photograph on the left is reproduced from the Facebook page of Colombianos en Hamburgo 

(2013). The photograph on the right is reproduced from the Hamburger Abendblatt website (2021).  
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Figure 47. Los 6402, Collaborative performance 

 �
Note. The photograph on the left is reproduced from the Facebook page of Unidas por la Paz–Colombia 

(2021). The poster on the right is reproduced from materials published by the MAFAPO collective (2021). 
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Figure 48. Bloque Latino 

�
Note. The photograph is reproduced from the Instagram page @BloqueLAberlin 
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�

�
Figure 49. Colombia Resiste, Carajo! 

�
Note. The image is reproduced from Instagram page @xuehka 
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Figure 50. Colombian Carnival dance group at the Berlin Carnival of Cultures 

�
Note. The photograph is reproduced from the Facebook page of Colombia Carnaval Facebook. 
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Figure 51. Spatial Distribution of Colombian Organizations and Population Density in Germany, 2020 

Note. Author’s own elaboration based on primary data from the Ethnosurvey and secondary data from 
online resources, and the Federal Statistical Office of Germany. 
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CHAPTER 8. CONCLUSIONS 
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Appendix 1. Protocol for Interviewing Colombian Organizations 
in Germany 
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Appendix 2. Protocol for Interviewing Colombians in Germany 
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Appendix 3. Ethnosurvey Protocol 
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